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The conference-debate organised by the European Rural Poultry Association (ERPA), focused on the 
essential contribution of rural poultry to a more sustainable and resilient European food system. The 
event also provided an opportunity to discuss the future tools that should be developed in the 
framework of the European "Farm to Fork" Strategy and which could support this production under 
certain conditions: Common Agricultural Policy, marketing standards, animal welfare labelling, etc. 
Chaired by MEP Benoît Lutgen, this event brought together more than 150 participants: MEPs, 
representatives of the European Commission, Member States representatives as well as national and 
regional authorities, journalists and stakeholders. Furthermore, ERPA organised a round table 
discussion with several speakers on animal welfare labelling. During the event, participants took part 
in an interactive exercise via the Mentimeter platform on what rural poultry farming meant to them. 
Among the most popular terms used were: 'animal welfare', 'sustainability', 'agroforestry', 
'environment', 'resilience', 'quality' and 'rurality'.  
 
 

Benoît Lutgen, Member of the European Parliament (Belgium, EPP), head of 
the Belgian Delegation of the EPP Group and Chair of the event, insisted on 
the importance to involve farmers in the debates related to the "Farm to 
Fork" Strategy and more generally to the “European Green Deal". According 
to him, if the agricultural world must make efforts to respond to climate 
challenges, it must also 
be heard when 
drawing up the 
National Strategic 

Plans of the future Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP), which is currently being negotiated. In 
addition, M. Lutgen insisted on combining the 
latter with the European Union's (EU) trade 
policy, in order to avoid unfair competition from 
third countries. This would allow third countries 
to be subject to the same social, environmental 
and animal welfare standards for their imported 
products. He concluded his remarks by reiterating his commitment to the agricultural world.  

 
 
 
 
 

“It is important to promote a closer production to the 
consumer via short circuits. As we have seen throughout 
COVID, the link between consumers and producers has 

become stronger. With farms integrated into their 
geographical and social realities, the rural poultry sector 

can revitalise rural areas." 
 

Benoît Lutgen, Member of the European Parliament 
and Chair of the conference-debate 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Carlos Terraz, President of ERPA, spoke about the current expansion of rural 
poultry farming in 
Europe. With its 
production and sales in 
short circuits, as well as 
its human-scale activities 
anchored in the 
territories and open-air 
farms, he believes that 

rural poultry farmers are the future of a more 
resilient, accessible and sustainable food production system on the Old Continent. Nevertheless, he 
noted that even though the rural poultry sector is totally embedded within sustainability criterions 
highlighted in the "Farm to Fork" Strategy and the “European Green Deal", it is not sufficiently taken 
into account by the CAP. Drawing on this observation, he asked the rural poultry sector to be allowed 
to benefit from certain CAP funds. 
 
 
 

Maciej Golubiewski, Head of Cabinet of the European Commissioner for 
Agriculture Janusz Wojciechowski, expressed his Commissioner's support for 
the rural poultry sector and emphasized its potential to achieve the 
transition foreseen by the "European Green Deal". In particular, he 
highlighted that the Commission was attentive to ERPA’s work, which it 
considered to be a major stakeholder on agricultural issues. 
 
Mr. Golubiewski 

affirmed the European Commission's 
commitment to promote rural poultry 
farming, based on its environmentally 
friendly production method.   
Therefore, M. Golubiewski recognised the 
importance of taking rural poultry farmers 
into consideration within the CAP in order 
to allocate the necessary resources to 
ensure a transition towards a more sustainable food production system.  In this regard, he said that 
funding linked to "eco-schemes" should be made available for measures such as support to 
agroforestry. In his conclusions, he reminded the need to give sufficient means to poultry farmers to 
renew existing infrastructures and to move towards alternative production methods in order to further 
increase animal welfare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Rural poultry farmers are the future of a more 
resilient, accessible and sustainable food production 

system on the Old Continent." 
 

Carlos Terraz, President of ERPA 

"It is important to take rural poultry farmers into 
consideration within the Common Agricultural Policy, in 

order to allocate the necessary resources to ensure a 
transition to a more sustainable food production system.” 
 
Maciej Golubiewski, Head of Cabinet of the European 
Commissioner for Agriculture Janusz Wojciechowski 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Louis Perrault, President of SASSO, a breeding company specialising in 
coloured broiler chickens, located in the South-West of France, President of 
the French National Union of Breeders (SNA), and founding member of ERPA, 
recalled that rural poultry production is sustainable and with a strong balance 
between the three 
sustainability pillars: 
environmental, social 

and economic. On the one hand, with human-
scale and open-air farms spread throughout 
the territory, the production method of rural 
poultry is by definition environmentally 
friendly. Mr. Perrault also brought to the fore 
that animal welfare is indeed an important matter for rural poultry farmers. By favouring slow-growing 
breeds of poultry, they are more concerned with animal health than with the pursuit of economic 
profits. On the other hand, the proximity between production and local distribution of these products 
is a key component of these farms as well. Attached to this mode of production of rural poultry, 
breeders therefore allow a perfect match between human, activity, animal production and territories.  
Finally, the rearing of rural poultry does not require too heavy investments. This makes it a little bit 
easier for farmers who wish to engage in this business.   
  
 
 

Alexandre Parizel, Project manager at the French Agroforestry Association, 

presented the environmental performances of open-air and tree-covered 

areas used by rural poultry 

farmers.  

According to him, the 

introduction of trees in rural 

poultry areas has a significant 

added value for farmers both environmentally and 

economically speaking.  

In addition to their carbon absorption which reduces 

greenhouse gas emissions, trees also provide thermal protection, thereby reducing energy 

consumption and possibly producing other products such as fruits. In his concluding remarks, M. 

Parizel also highlighted the esthetical contribution of these production systems rooted in rural 

territories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The introduction of trees in rural poultry 
rangelands has a significant added value for 

farmers both environmentally and economically 
speaking.” 

 
Alexandre Parizel, Project Officer at the French 

Agroforestry Association 
 

"With human-scale and open-air farms spread 
throughout the territory, the production method for 

rural poultry is by definition sustainable.” 
 

Louis Perrault, Chairman of SASSO and SNA 

 



 
 

 
 

Marie Guyot, Secretary General of ERPA, then welcomed the panellists for a 
round table discussion on the theme: "Animal welfare labelling: for a better 
recognition of rural poultry?” 
 
During her introduction, Ms. Guyot presented three "animal welfare" labelling 
systems already in place at national level, namely 'Beterleven' (2000) in the 
Netherlands, 'Haltungsform' (2018) in Germany, 'Etiquetage bien-être animal' 
(2019) in France. 

 
Reviewing them in detail, Ms. Guyot highlighted the complexity of concentrating a lot of information 
on a single label. Eventually, she drew attention to the criterions that may be used for this European 
labelling: depending on these, there could be different classifications for productions, which could 
have repercussions on producers. 
 
 

 
Norbert Lins, Member of the 
European Parliament 
(Germany, EPP) and Chair of 
the Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural Development since 
2019, said that he was in favour 
of introducing a European 
welfare labelling so that 
European citizens can be 

assured that the welfare of the poultry they buy is well 
respected. However, Mr. Lins also drew attention to the fact that any new regulation in this direction 
would lead to an increase in production costs.  
When it comes to the question of this European labelling’s criterions, Mr. Lins stressed that this topic 
should be discussed within the framework of the "Farm to Fork” Strategy. In his opinion, all 
stakeholders, including the organic farming sector, should be consulted so that the labelling system is 
accepted by all producers.  
Moreover, Mr. Lins underlined that it was up to public institutions and the poultry sector to work on 
the development of such a European labelling, in order to lead the way for European consumers with 
regards to animal welfare. 
 
 
 

Simon Schreiber, Attaché in charge 
of food, phytosanitary and 
veterinary issues at the German 
Permanent Representation to the 
European Union, joined Mr. Lins in 
emphasizing the importance of 
introducing European animal welfare 
labelling. Having been a member of 
the German EU Presidency team during the second half of 2020 and been charged 

 “I am in favour of a European animal welfare 
labelling as long as the costs are not only borne by 

farmers and consumers, but by all actors in the 
supply chain.” 

 
Norbert Lins, Member of the European 

Parliament and Chair of the Committee on 
Agriculture and Sustainable Development 

 

“I am content with the Council conclusions on an 
EU-wide animal welfare label and confident that 

such a label will be introduced.” 
 

Simon Schreiber, Attaché, Permanent 
Representation of Germany to the EU 



 
 

 
 

with negotiating the Council conclusions on both the "Farm to Fork" Strategy and animal welfare 
labelling, he expressed content with the achieved results, namely the conclusions with unanimous 
support in the Council. This would give rise to hope for a swift adoption of a legal framework for an 
EU-wide animal welfare label, also in light of recent discussions with the European Commission and 
the European Parliament. 
 
 

Ines Grenho Ajuda, Farm Animals Programme Leader at Eurogroup for 
Animals said that she was delighted with the path towards the introduction of 
an animal welfare labelling at EU level.  
She stressed that this labelling is crucial to move towards greater transparency 
for final consumers, enabling them to distinguish product quality and make 
informed choices.  
In that context, Ms. Grenho Ajuda highlighted that future labelling should be 
based on the production method, given that it would enable consumers to 

distinguish how animals were reared; it would thus help them make informed choices . Moreover, she 
added that in order to make possible 
an harmonisation at European level, 
labelling could initially be optional, 
before becoming compulsory. 
Finally, Ms. Grenho Ajuda insisted on 
the importance of collecting data on 
both production and animal welfare 
from farmers such as those 
represented by ERPA. This would 
ultimately provide tangible evidence of 
the animal welfare of poultry on rural farms and would thus be an asset in promoting it. 
 
 
Carlos Terraz, President of ERPA, renewed his confidence in the level of animal welfare offered by rural 
poultry production. Therefore, he declared that he was open to the idea of introducing animal welfare 
labelling as this would allow European consumers to make informed choices. Nevertheless, he said 
that if such a label were to be introduced, it would have to meet certain conditions, including being 
compulsory and applicable to all EU poultry production, based on the farming methods defined in EU 
marketing standards. Last but not least, according to Mr. Terraz, the highest level of animal welfare 
should not be exclusively reserved for organic production. It should also cover systems with a very high 
level of animal welfare, such as “traditional free range” production. 
 
 
Benoît Lutgen, Member of the European Parliament (Belgium, EPP), head of the Belgian Delegation of 
the EPP Group and Chair of the event, then closed the debates. He concluded by insisting on the 
importance of working together with all MEPs to ensure a harmonisation of "animal welfare" labelling 
at European level that also takes into account "human welfare": those of women and men attached to 
their territory and proud of their quality products, who ensure the vitality of rural areas. 

“I am delighted with the path towards the introduction of an animal 
welfare labelling at EU level (..). It would enable consumers to 

distinguish how animals were reared; it would thus help them make 
informed choices.” 

 
Ines Grenho Ajuda, Farm Animals Programme Leader at Eurogroup 

for Animals 
 


